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Computers stolen from lab 
police apprehend student 


The football team prepares for the fall in 102° heat.The first 
home game is Friday against Broad Ripple. For further 
details on the football team team of North Central, see the 
Sports Page. 
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Parking permits will be 
sold to juniors and seniors 
only after school on the 
following dates: 

Wed.- August 31 - 3 to 
4:30 p.m. 

Thurs.- Sept. 1- 3 to 4:30 
p.m. 

Fri.- Sept. 2 - 3 to 4 p.m. 
Tues.- Sept. 6 - 3 to 4:30 
p.m. 


There will be no school on 
Mon., Sept. 5, Labor Day. 


The Yearbook / Newspa¬ 
per Combined Package 
Sale will last from Sept. 6- 
19. The cost is $16. 
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Fri., Sept. 9 is the last day 
that a student may drop a 
course without paying 
book rental or lab fees. 


The North Central Wood- 
stock Revival will take 
place on September 10 
from noon to 5 p.m.. 


"The direction in which 
education starts a man 
will determine his future 
life." 

Plato 


By Erin Newton 

“Student is charged in burglary,” 
states the Indianapolis News. “Stu¬ 
dent arrested in theft of school com¬ 
puter equipment,” blares the Indian¬ 
apolis Star. Can it be possible that 
these headlines are referring to North 
Central High School? 

Over $30,000 worth of computer 
equipment was stolen from North 
Central’s computer lab during the 
weekend of July 9-10. 

Among the items taken were 
monitors, disc drives, keyboards, 
printers, CPU’s, modems, assorted 
software, a VCR, and a laser disc 
player. 

Charles Roach, principal of 
NCHS, speculates that the individ¬ 
ual who committed the crime forced 
his way through a second story win¬ 
dow and then proceeded to the com¬ 
puter lab. 

According to the Marion County 
Sheriffs police report, the individ¬ 
ual then entered the computer lab by 


Here Comes the 
’College Crunch 1 


By Susie Mattler 

It is growing increasingly 
difficult to get into college 
because of a drastic rise in the 
number of applications. 

Jennifer Leonard, assistant 
director of admissions at Indi¬ 
ana University for the past six 
years, stated that not only are 
students applying to more 
schools, but that last year there 
was a ten percent increase in 
the number of college-bound 
seniors. 

She attributes this to the fact 
that jobs are constantly chang¬ 
ing, thus, so are the require¬ 
ments for these jobs. She said, 
“thirty percent of today’s jobs 
did not exist fifteen years ago.” 

Another result of the so 


called “college crunch” is a 
move towards public schools. 
One reason is that private 
schools are becoming so com¬ 
petitive. For example, this 
year Stanford had to pick 2000 
students from a field of 2800 
applicants all having straight 
A’s and 1400 or better on their 
SAT. Some other reasons 
include the lower cost of the 
state schools and recognition 
of quality which has led to the 
idea of “public Ivies,” 

To explain how one might 
get ahead she used Bobby 
Knight’s philosophy that 
preparation is the key to suc¬ 
cess. 


prying loose the metal vent along the 
bottom of the door. 

Apparently, much of the equip¬ 
ment had just been delivered and not 
yet been removed from the boxes. 
The burglar took the boxes and left 
the software shelves in a state of total 
disarray. 

All this occured some time during 
the weekend of July 9-10. The crime 
was discovered on July 11 by Mr. 
Shadiow, a math teacher and Ms. 
Lloyd, lab supervisor. The area was 
fingerprinted, but no satisfactory 
prints were found. 

North Central Security received 
information concerning the break-in 
which prompted them to contact the 
Sheriffs Department. An under¬ 
cover detective was assigned to the 
case. 

Some time later, Detective Keny 
J. Forrestal made preparations to 
purchase some of the stolen equip¬ 
ment from the teen-ageed suspect. 
The two met in an area near 65th and 
Keystone Avenue on Monday, Au¬ 
gust 1. 

Posing as a Ball State student in 
need of computer units, Forrestal 
agreed to pay $400 for a couple of 
computer units which were worth 
about $3000. 

Police followed the youth as he 
picked up the equipment from his 
storage place and were on the scene 
when he returned to Forrestal. 

As the detective was paying for the 


equipment, which still bore tags id- 
netifying it as NC property, the arrest 
was made. 

A search warrant issued on the 
following day allowed police to re¬ 
cover most of the remaining stolen 
property. It was in a rented storage 
space at 6429 N. Keystone Ave. 

The perpetrator of the crime was 
identified as 17-year-old senior at 
North Central. Principal Charles 
Roach said he will recommend ex¬ 
pulsion for the student during the 
1988-89 school year. He was also 
very careful to point out that the 
student will be allow'ed due process 
of law. 

The accused admitted that he and 
an 18-year-old broke into the school 
and took the equipment. A warrant 
has been issued for the arrest of this 
second person, who has been identi¬ 
fied as a former NC student. 

In what appears to be a completely 
separate incident, anothter break-in 
at NC took place in early June. Bob 
Watson, a chemistry teacher re¬ 
ported that his office in B 527 had 
been burglarized and ransacked. 

A calculator, a set of speakers, and 
a camera were reported missing from 
the office. Additionally, books and 
papers were scattered all over the 
office as well as in E 575 and F 595. 

The subject had to have had a key 
to gain entry into those three rooms, 
but there are still no suspects. 
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Ratasha Colbert, Susie Mattler, and Joe Mishkin visit a kindergar¬ 
ten in the Soviet Union. 



























Editorial 


Editorial 

Policy 


The staff of The Northern Lights is eagerly antici¬ 
pating its 33rd year of serving the North Central 
High School community. 

The paper is published bi-weekly by the students of 
North Central to inform, entertain and stimulate stu¬ 
dent thought. The news will be accurately reported 
with no personal bias. 

The Northern Lights will serve as an open forum 
for students to express their views. Therefore, the 
staff encourages letters to the editor giving readers 
the opportunity to voice their opinions. 

If a letter written by a student, faculty or member 
of the community contains libelous or obscene mate¬ 
rial, or encourages illegal acts, it will not be pub¬ 
lished. All letters to the editor should be approxi¬ 
mately 350 words in length and include a signature 
to be considered for publication. Letters to the edi¬ 
tor turned in become the property of The Northern 
Lights. 

Other stories published by the paper will be written 
by a member of staff or a student of beginning jour¬ 
nalism. Excluding letters to the editor, no other ar¬ 
ticles may be published without the permission of the 
Editorial Board and the advisor. 

To become a member of The Northern Lights, one 
must complete one semester of beginning journalism 
and be approved by the advisor. All letters and stu¬ 
dent suggestions should be delivered to G609 and are 
welcomed to insure the success of The Northern 
Lights this year. 


Diversity at NC 





by Paul Matthew Yonover 


The Northern Lights 


The Northern Lights is published bi-weekly by the students of North Central High School, 
1801 East 86th Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46240. Printing is done by the students of the J. 
Everett Light Career Center printing courses. The Northern Lights is a member of the Indiana 
High School Press Association and Quill and Scroll. 

Editor-in-Chief..Caroline Coons 

Managing Editor.Paul Matthew Yonover 

News Editor.Paul Jaskunus 

Editorial Editor.Tanya Marsh 

Insights Editor. Andrew Cupp 

Feature Editor.Rebecca Rahe 

Sports Editor.Patrick Mulry 

Backpage Editor.Marla Burt 

News Bureau Editor.Ann Banta 

Cartoonist. Christopher Nimz 

Faculty Advisor.Mr. Rod Cord 

Staff..Laura Galloway, Brett Henry, Kirk Johannesen, Susie Mattler, Erin Newton 


In my opinion” is a catch phrase which one hears all too often in all types of conversation. 
From aardvarks to zymurgy, spanning the infinitely wide spectrum of controversial topics, 
people not only form opinions, but they voice them as well. The side with the most articulate 
presentation of that particular point of view is the side with an obvious advantage. 

In this column which will run with hopeful regularity, my opinion on matters will be pre¬ 
sented (you can decide if I am articulate or not.) Whether or not it is in line with your own opinion 
is another story. I hope, however, that no matter what side of the coin you are on you should feel 
free to discuss what you think. 

The beauty of this column is obviously not what I say or how I say it. (Just ask any English 
teacher.) Rather, it is the mere fact that I am protected by the Supreme Law of the land, the 
Constitution, to print my opinion. Absolutely no one in this country can tell me what I can or 
cannot say. Actually, I should correct myself. Ever since the Supreme Court has ruled against the 
Hazelwood student journalists, my rights have been restricted and tampered with. I now fall 
under the deathly reigns of prior restraint, a word which sends shivers up the spines of journalists 

across this still-great land of ours. 

Despite this aberration on the part of the Court, I am still 
proud to be a part of the greatest democracy on the face of the 
earth. For centuries, this country Las been a beacon of hope for 
those wishing to express themselves without being jailed, har¬ 
assed or even killed. Freedom of expression, whether it be art, 
religion, or criticism of the government, has been recognized 
by the people as inalienable rights, as basic freedoms which is 
the cornerstone of true democracy. Our forefathers constructed 
the laws to form an “iron cage,” a structure which provides the 
maximum amount of freedom to do as they wish. 

We take this “iron cage” for granted (or should I say, take it for 
granite!!) We become accustomed to out freedom/protection 
which is so painfully spelled out in our Constitution. In the case 
of prior restraint, it provided student journalists a shock which 
broke all bonds of complacency, They felt the sting of having a 
privilege yanked from under their feet, thus demonstrating the 
idea that you do not appreciate what you have until it is taken 
away. 


























Feature 


The dog days off 
summer past 


The last day of school...the sum¬ 
mer stretches ahead , an endless 
expanse of time; or so it seems until 
its the middle of August and school 
starts in about a week. Where did all 
that sunfilled, funfilled time go? 
What did you do? 


school. It was scary. There were 
people in there who had already 
flunked twice.” 

Becky Kasper, junior 

“I spent seven weeks studying at a 
school in France.” 


k T went skinny-dipping in Geist and 
my clothes got stolen by my girl¬ 
friend.” 

Scott Keller, senior 

“I played tennis , went to a lot of 
camps and went to Florida. I had a 
busy summer.” 


“The highlight of my summer was 


Jill Fitterling, senior Ryan Vannatta, freshman 


my two week trip to Europe with my 
family. The hotel that we stayed in 
(in Paris) was next door to Michael 
Jackson’s band members’ hotel.. We 
also drove by Michael Jackson’s 
hotel. I also bought a Swatch 
watch(not yet released in the U.S.) in 
Switzerland, the homeland of 
Swatch. My summer was better than 
anyone else’s.” 

Susan Jardine, senior 


“I spent the summer sailing on Lake 
Maxincuckee and I swam three miles 
across the lake on a $10 bet from my 
brother Matt.” 

Bill Keedy, freshman 

“We slept in a bowling alley.” 

Laura Theobald and Peggy 
Swearingen, sophomores 


“I discovered that glass is a liquid.” 

Scott Theisen, senior 

“I spent my summer memorizing the 
words to “Parents Don’t Under¬ 
stand” 

and “Pour Some Sugar On Me.” 

Andy Cobb, senior 

“I quit dippin’ for a week!” 

Lome Zielaskowski, senior 


“I didn’t do anything...literally.” 

Jake Query, sophomore 

“I was staying with a German family 
and I walked in to my student host’s 
room and her boyfriend was standing 
there without any clothes on.” 

Betsy Albright, senior 

“I took keyboarding in summer 


“I was a counselor this summer at 
Gnawbone and Dan Quayle’s 
daughter was in my cabin.” 

Clare Quinn, junior 

“I rode bikes in the Netherlands for 
30 miles with two Dutch girls who 
didn’t speak English.” 

Julie Croner, senior 


“We went to New Mexico with our 
youth group to prepare houses on a 
Navajo Indian Reservation.” 

Kelly McCarty and Selena 
Miller, sophomores 

“I woke up one morning, put too 
much sugar in my cereal and wrote 
the introduction to this article!!” 

Anonymous 


Indianapolis sizzles 

By Laura Galloway the widening of the road along 86th Indianapolis was that of the new 

Ahhh...Sweet summertime. While street, which many North Central z0 °- The zoo, which had previ- 
many North Central students chose summer school students got a chance ously been located in Fall Creek, 
to take vacations water-skiing at a to become familiar with. Traffic moved to a larger area in the 1200 
lake, or traveling to far off places in jams were a common occurrence, block of west Washington, in the 
hopes of avoiding a “boring sum- and to expect a 20 minute drive be- White River state park. It took an 
mer” at home, little did they know tween Meridian street and school incredible month to move the bulk 
that Indianapolis would be explod- was reasonable. of the animals, of which more are 

ing with action. Our city was host to An expansion project that went st ih o n the way. It takes about 2 1/ 
several expansion projects, such as over a little better with residents of 2 hours to just walk through the 

grounds, zoo officials estimate. 
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Admission is free for members, and 
for non-members a visit will cost 
seven dollars for adults and four 
dollars for adults and four dollars 
for children between the ages of 
two and twelve. 

In the midst of all of the develop¬ 
ment within the city, we also 
withstood one of our worst 
summers ever, weather-wise. 
Indianapolis experienced little 
rainfall during the month of June, 
which caused a severe drought that 
has already destroyed 2/3 of the 
crops in the Midwest. With the 
combination of record temperatures 
and increasing development, 
Indianapolis has definitely proven 
to be a “hot” place. 


Bush goes hunting 
with Quayle 

By Rebecca Rahe 

Less than two weeks ago Republi- The selection of Quayle was said to 
can presidential candidate George be a bold move , but some (espe- 
Bush announced senator Dan Quayle dally the people of Huntington, 
of Indiana as his running mate, a Indiana) believe Bush could not 
choice that came as a surprise to most have made a better choice, 
people. Even President Reagan was Quayle was bom in Indianapolis 
taken aback. Reportedly when Bush in February of 1947. He grew up 
whispered the news to him on the in Huntington, Indiana and his 
morning of August 16 Reagan took former principal remembers him 
several steps backward and his face as a little kid one “couldn’t help 
showed surprise. The news sent the but like.” He is a graduate of 
Indiana delegates to the Republican Depauw and Indiana University 
National Convention into euphoric Law School. In 1980 Quayle 
congo lines waving “Bush- defeated Democratic senator Birch 
Quayle’”signs as they weaved their E. Bayh. Once in Congress Quayle 
way through the crowd. Bush’s demonstrated his ability by 
choice came as a surprise because authorizing and engineering the 
Quayle is considered an unknown. Job Training Partnership Act of 

1982. 



Jen Williams, senior, enjoys the River Seine in Paris. 


The enthusiasm the Student Coun- assistant Eric Thompson will charge 
cil received during the elections for the Finance Committee; Grievance 
the officers last year is expected to Committee has Jason Fruits as chair- 
spill over into the 1988-89 school person, with Gracia-Jean Meyer as 
year. That is what Colin Forsyth, assistant. Interschool Affairs has 
president, and Paul Yonover,vice- Janean Dixon and JoshUffman,assis- 
president, are banking on for success tant. Megan Pendergast was selected 
of their various endeavors. for the Library Committee, with as- 

The team began by selecting com- sistant Kevin Anker. Other commit- 
mittee chairs to aid them in their tee chairs include Shelly Goldstone 
program. MartinaNehrling andBrett and Kris Cerola,Publicity, with Chris 
Henry were selected for theCafete- Nimz as assistant; Scott Theisen on 
ria Committee, David Wu and Mike Recognition with Jennifer Carey, as- 
Nurok have been choosen for the sistant; Kyle Sherman and Krista 
Campus Committee with Kyla Mart for Social Committee, assisted 
Guenin as their assistant. Andy Cobb by Ben Shafer; Joe Mishkin and Beth 
will head the Cultural Committee Ecklebarger with Reggie McGuire as 
with his assistant Jon Sweeney. Cur- assistant for the Spirit Committee; 
riculum Committee is in the hands of and for the newly formed Student 
Becky Kasper and Kathryn Burgo- Services Committee, Laura Gal- 
master while Brennen Flory is the loway and Jim Brige, assistant. To- 
Evaluation Committee chairperson gethertheywillplan,create,and work 
with Azin Lotfi. Rob Meadows and for a better school. 







Fall Sports Preview 1988 

JLBy Brett Henry and Kirk Johannessen 


BOYS'and GIRLS' SOCCER 


Following in the footsteps of last 
year’s team, the boys’ soccer team 
shouldbe extremely tough to beat this 
season. 

The team is very experienced, as 
well as talented, with 15 seniors to 
boast, including 11 who are returning 
from last season. Three-year letter 
winners Jon Kam ara and Paco Proano 
should play a large role in the team’s 
success. 

The team, which opened its season 
August 24 at Columbus North, is 
looking to win its second state cham¬ 
pionship. And, if it plays up to its po¬ 
tential, it could very well bring home 
the state championship trophy in Oc¬ 
tober. 

BOYS' TENNIS 

This year’s boys’ tennis team is 
looking to continue the legacy of 
good tennis at North Central. It has 
a very good chance of continuing this 
tradition as well as being one of the 
favorites to take the state title. Coach 
Byron Buckley returns five starters 
from a year ago, including number 
one and two singles, David Held and 
TomWeise. Other returning varsity 
members that should play key roles 
are Tag Birge, Michael Ricafort, 
John Baxter, Erik Barrett, Evan 
Dormin and Josh Hague. Transfer 
student Michael Hopkinson will also 
add a big lift to the Panthers. The 
team looked forward to its Septem¬ 
ber 1 match with Carmel.. 

GIRLS’ CROSS 
COUNTRY 

The 1987 girls’ cross country 
team placed eighth in the state, a 
rather disappointing finish. This 
year they have their sights set on 
being in the top four or five. 

Returning are all seven of the run¬ 
ners who ran in the state meet: senior 


A very strange thing happened to 
me the other day as I walked through 
the student center on my way to get 
my schedule adjusted. A Coke bottle 
was sitting on the steps in front of the 
auditorium, so I went to pick it up. It 
looked a bit dusty, and, as I brushed 
it off, out came a genie. His name 
was Bill, and he offered me three 
wishes. He said that he would only 
grant my first three wishes, and that 
they had to pertain to events at NC. 
Naturally, I thought of what I would 
like to see happen to fall Panther 
sports. Here are the three wishes that 
I made. 


The gilrs’soccer team, with seven 
returning seniors, is looking to sur¬ 
pass its fourth place finish of a year 
ago. Two seniors, Zoe Abdul and 
Mari McDonald, are expected to lead 
the way for the Panthers. Unlike last 
season, the team should prosper be¬ 
cause of a wealth of experience, with 
many underclassmen making large 
contributions as well. First year 
coach Barry Brownhill will lead the 
team into action August 31 in the 
JamboreeatPike. The outlook is very 
positive for the team this season. 
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Iloach Pappas gives advice during practice 
Photo by C. Wong 


Maya White, juniors Sara Kendrick, 
Sarah Wiehe and Ella Manker and 
sophomores Janet Ananias and 
Karen Willis. 

Head Coach Steve McIntyre feels 
for the team to be successful, there 
must be a “Team effort.” McIntyre 
also says, “We must see how closely 
we can bunch the runners together, 

one through seven.” 


GIRLS SWIM TEAM 

Last season the girls’ swim team 
had a disappointing season but this 
season they hope to turn it around. 

Head coach Mark Barnes has sev¬ 
eral good starters including senior 
diver Debbie Williamson, senior 
swimmers Meggan Bovits and 
Danielle Kovach and sophomore 
Alisha O’Brien. 

Coach Barnes says the key to suc¬ 
cess will be “how well we come to¬ 
gether as a team.” Barnes also stated 
that the team must “work harder and 
be more dedicated if they are going to 
compete with good caliber teams.” 


VOLLEYBALL 

The 1988 season should be a very 
promising one for the volleyball 
team. Head Coach Renee South has 
a full complement of six starting 
seniors returning to give the team 
valuable experience. 

Led by Jenny Barnes, Karen Bush, 
Laura Diehl, Jennifer James, Col¬ 
leen Stephens and Joni Terrell, 
Coach South hopes hopes to win 25 
matches and reach semi-state. 

To achieve these goals South says, 
“the team must improve the consis¬ 
tency of their bumping and their 
ability to deal with stress, in addition 
to their play in tight matches.” 
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VARSITY FOOTBALL 

As another school year has just 
begun, so too has another North 
Central football season. But one 
thing different about this season is 
the number of underclassmen who 
will play a large part in the team’s 
success. 

“Our prospects this year are a little 
different than they have been in most 
years, but we probably have more 
inexperience than we have ever had. 
That doesn’t mean though, that there 
aren’t any seniors contributing a 
great deal to the squad. We do have 
a good nucleus of seniors around 
which to build,” boasts head coach 
George Pappas, even though the 
team as a whole is very young. 

Although they may be young, this 
doesn’t mean that many of the play¬ 
ers aren’t tough and ready. States 
Pappas, “We do feel we have some 
very good athletes, especially with 
our younger football players. But it’s 
going to take a little more time before 
we can get to the point where we can 
be competitive.” 

Coach Pappas, despite the fact that 
he has an idea of who he is going to 
play and what his strategy is going to 
be, he is not committed to any spe¬ 
cific program. “With the level of 
competition we play, it is pretty dif¬ 
ficult to say we are going to do this 
that or the other.” A good battle for 
the first string quarterback position 
involves juniors Walter Nelson and 
John Hale. 

The Panthers began their tough 
schedule at the Noblesville Jambo¬ 
ree and then the following week at 
Carmel. Pappas hopes this will be 
the beginning of a fine season for the 
team. “Hopefully, the athletes will 
develop, especially the younger 
ones, and obviously come into their 
own so we can be a very, very, com¬ 
petitive team. I believe we can be by 
the end of the season.” 


The Press Boh 
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1) No more chokes. It seems that 
NC has been plagued by chokes in 
the past few years. A few glaring 
examples stick out in my mind. The 
first is the loss by the football team to 
Chatard last year. Although ahead 
22-0 or 22-3 at halftime, by the time 
the gun sounded to end the fourth 
quarter, NC was on the losing side. 
Another occurred in the basketball 
sectionals last winter when NC was 
beaten by Cathedral. Though Cathe¬ 
dral was the better team in the opin¬ 
ion of some, had the Panthers merely 
preformed better from the free throw 
line, NC would have been in the 


sectional finals. 

2) Better attendance at non-reve¬ 
nue sports. A friend of mine was re¬ 
cently explaining to me the dismal 
attendance at NC sports events, with 
the exception of football and some 
basketball games. She explained 
that the Carmel cross country team 
gets a hundred or so backers at every 
home meet, and nearly that many at 
nearby away meets. At NC volley¬ 
ball games, the usual attendance 
usually consists of parents, brothers 
and sisters of players, and a few 
friends. Soccer attendance has 
grown, but it is still only between one 


and two hundred fans per game; 
crowd sizes hardly fitting for a team 
that is a perennial contender for a 
state title. The same holds true for 
the boys’ tennis team, and atten¬ 
dance at swim meets is almost nil. 
My second wish was that these sports 
would draw more fans this fall. 

3) A state championship, prefera¬ 
bly in a true team sport. With state 
championships numbering over 30 
dating back to the beginning of NC, 
NC has never won a state title in a 
true team sport. What I consider to 
be a true team sport is one where the 
team works together to win. Ex¬ 


BOYS' 

CROSS COUNTRY 

After a 9-3 record a year ago, the 
boys’ cross country team will have 
quite a task in front of it this year. 
With the loss of the number one and 
two runners, twins Brent and Brian 
Ellis, to graduation. Coach Rick 
Stover will have to look for some 
young talent to lead the way. Juniors 
Andrew Terry, Jim Pierce, and Bob 
Keedy are hopeful prospects to lead 
the Panther to top form. 

In addition to some seasoned sen¬ 
iors, the team opened its season in a 
dual meet against Kokomo and Zi- 
onsville and then competed in the 
Warren Hokum Karem. The squad is 
definetly looking to better its fifth 
place finish of last season and has its 
sights set on November 5 and the 
state meet. 
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Sregg Guffin tees up in fall 
practice Photo by C.Wong 


amples of such are football, soccer 
and volleyball. A team sport is one 
where x number of players are on a 
field or court playing as a team, not 
running or serving up aces individu¬ 
ally. The Genie said that this might 
be the toughest wish of all to grant, 
but that he would try. He did say that 
even with all of his great power that 
he would need help from the student 
body. While he will help, he said he 
needs individuals to give 100% on 
the field and for fans to help out by 
going to games. I know that he is 
right, and I hope he can make my 
wishes come true. 






